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Patient Level Data
• Primary Care Mortality Database (PCMD) - Received from NHS Digital on a 

monthly basis.  Approx. 3 months in arrears.  

• Birth Data – Received from NHS Digital on a quarterly basis
(on NHS Digital data patients are not named but NHS numbers are shown)

• Births  and deaths data – Received from Registrar weekly.  Patient’s name 
appears on the data but data is not post-coded (makes geographical 
analysis a bit trickier) also no ICD10 codes.

Other Summary / Aggregated Data
• ONS weekly Death Registrations – used for Covid & Excess deaths 

analysis
• Data on live deliveries from York Hospital – Quarterly.  Provides local data 

on e.g. smoking at time of delivery.
 



PCMD Content
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Patient Level Data

Fields include Age, Gender, NHS Number,  Usual Address, Postcode, Ward, 
Occupation, Cause(s) of Death ICD10 codes and description, Location of 
death etc

Geography 

The York PCMD dataset contains deaths  of York residents (regardless of 
location of death) as well as deaths occurring in York for non York residents.

Most death analysis is carried out on the former (deaths of York residents) 
although on occasions deaths of non-York residents occurring in York is of 
interest e.g. forthcoming suicide audit has requested this information as well.

 



PCMD v Published Data
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There is loads of published data on mortality (at City and ward level) – which is aggregated, 
standardised and benchmarked so don’t need to re-create this using the raw data.
PCMD data is however useful for looking at local data  in more detail and in some cases to give a more 
up to date picture e.g. PCMD suicide KPI ‘s – more up to date than the annual published data  



PCMD Uses
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Have had data for 8 yrs approx. Has been used to do local analysis and to 
support topic specific needs assessment in relation to particular causes of 
deaths, for example:  
• suicide 
• drug misuse 
• Covid-19 
• deaths of people with learning disability 
• deaths of children (for CDOP report)
• deaths in York rivers
• deaths from people of no fixed abode or in homeless/ resettlement 

accommodation 
• deaths of residents from Mesothelioma (asbestos)
• excess Winter Deaths at ward level
NB Permission is needed to link datasets.  E.g. permission was obtained from 
NHS Digital to link PCMD with Theseus for drug related deaths work. 



Report 1- A summary of selected causes of death 
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The report ‘A summary of selected causes of death’ gives all deaths of York residents occurring in a 
specified time period showing a breakdown by ward, age band, gender and broad cause  of death (based on 
the underlying cause of death ICD code).  The output shown is a sample report showing all deaths between 
1.1.20 and 30.5.22 for both genders and all causes of death.



Overview of causes of death
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Report provides a breakdown of ICD-10 high level causes of death.  Can ‘expand’ each high level 
heading to see a more detailed breakdown e.g.  (next slide)



Detailed causes of death – Circulatory System
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As an example the heading of ‘Diseases of the Circulatory System’ has been expanded into more 
detailed codes 



Detailed causes of death 2 – Neoplasms
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As an example the heading of ‘Neoplasms’ has been expanded into more detailed codes 



Deaths by Ward
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Numbers, rates and average age at death by ward are shown.  NB Data can provide an earlier indication 
of life expectancy disparities e.g. range of 72.9 to 85.8 for average age at death over this period



Report 2 Detailed mortality records for selected 
causes of death
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The report shows a line for each death with some demographic details and all 
causes of death noted on the death certificate – this output shows deaths of males 
in 2020 from diseases of the respiratory system (restricted access as contains PID)



Reports for Specific Causes of Death
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Have set up some more specific version of the reports e.g. for deaths from Covid-19 
and deaths by suicide.  May add some more in due course e.g. deaths from Drug 
Misuse.



Access
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Summary Reports are accessible to people within PH.  Detailed line by line report is 
restricted. 



Further Work
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• Using PCMD reports to provide some analysis for forthcoming Suicide Audit.

• To Develop similar reporting for births data. Have not had many queries re: births 
to date although there was one relating to falling birth rates in York so may be 
useful to set up some standard reports.
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